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ABSTRACT: Research is a process for creating 

new knowledge using existing knowledge creatively 

using scientific methodology. One of the important 

facets of any research is literature review. An 

understanding of the past and current literature is 

most important for all phases of a research study. 

Literature review helps any researcher to prove 

his/her point with help of the literature from the 

point of view of framework and research 

methodology. It helps the researcher to innovate the 

concept in depth, identifying innovation, minimizing 

duplicative work. It helps the researcher understand 

and to ensure that professional standards are met. 

The literature review helps the researcher to 

articulate clear goals about his research. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 
The Literature review is a vital part of the 

research process.  You will gain important insights 

by reviewing assortment of literature available on 

your topic of research. By reviewing literature, you 

will gain an approach, knowledge, and more 

awareness on your chosen topic for research. An in-

depth literature evaluation will help you in setting 

the stage for a better-designed study and will help 

improve your chances in obtaining significant 

results.  Therefore, it is worth the time and effort to 

analyse it in right fashion. 

Reviewing the literature involves finding 

the sources, analysing, amalgamating, and 

interpreting. You might find incompatible and 

contrasting views expressed by different authors on 

your topic. These conflicting points of view might 

be the indicators of deviating theories within the 

same topic. To shape up genuine research, you need 

to be aware of these conflicting theories as well. 

Remember, verity of arguments and your views add 

flavour to your thesis. Being aware of those theories 

will help you later in your life; you will be able to 

talk and apply your knowledge in your work from 

different perspectives. 

The literature review is science as well as 

art. You can have it as chapter at the beginning of 

your thesis or it can even be involved as veiled 

literature review throughout the thesis. The literature 

review should be balanced with your thought 

process on the topic, your ideas are most important. 

Some researchers stuff half of their thesis with 

literature review. Keep in mind that the literature 

(secondary data) is somebody else’s idea and not 

yours. It is not new information either. Therefore, 

try to give something new by taking support of 

existing literature. 

The right way of reviewing literature is 

copying the part of literature from the source and 

giving your views on the copied literature. 

Overview the literature and analyse it in your words.   

One common way to approach literature 

review is to start out broad and then become more 

specific by narrowing down the focus. This style of 

writing is called ‘An Inverted Triangle’. Usually, 

when researchers get a hang of their topic, they 

recognize that the readers/referees will skim the 

thesis to find points of relevance. The inverted 

pyramid style of writing presents the essential facts 

in the first paragraph, with a hope of drawing the 

reader into the narrative. This style is used in the 

majority of thesis/research papers. 

This type of writing fashion enhances your 

writing: all the facts are presented in order of 

importance, with the most important information 

leading the narrative. This style of writing is quite 

creative and functional. The first paragraph usually 

answers who, what, when, where and why. The rest 

of the narration provides detailed descriptions, 

quotations from witnesses or experts, and 

background information that relates to the opening 

paragraph. 
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You will find literature from variety of sources such 

as previous research thesis, newspapers, periodicals, 

books, journals, abstracts, Internet, Wikipedia, news 

bulletins, television, radio etc. 

A careful and exhaustive review of the literature 

helps you in the following manner: 

1. Enables you to focus on the purpose of your 

study more precisely. 

2. It develops a conceptual or theoretical 

framework that might be useful to touch upon 

your research objectives. 

3. It also helps to identify key variables for easing 

your methodology. 

4. You can find inter relationships among the 

chosen variables to quantify the study. 

5. If you find previous research on similar topic of 

yours, you can meaningfully extend it. 

6. Literature review helps you conclude 

relationship on current and past scenario. 

7. Most importantly it helps you prepare validated 

questionnaires for collecting primary data. 

8. It shows evidence of adequate preparation by 

the researcher.  

9. It helps the researcher to communicate relevant 

results 

 

Four of the most common formats of literature 

review are as follows:  

Historical Format: Here the review is organized 

chronologically.  This is preferred when focus is on 

the progression of research methods or theories, or a 

change in practice over time. This approach should 

be followed if a clear path of research building on 

previous research can be identified.  

Conceptual Format: Review is organized 

according to relevant concepts and theories. Under 

this format a researcher presents his own 

perceptions about the scope and structure of a 

problem based upon the literature review of others' 

ideas and work in areas closer to the topic chosen 

for research.  

Methodological Format:  This applies when 

literature review organizes and shapes the format of 

an empirical paper. This is used most often used in 

meta-analytic reports. Empirical research is research 

that is based on observation directly experienced by 

the researcher.  

Hypothetical Format: The role of this form is to 

examine the quantity of theory that has accumulated 

in regard to an issue. The hypothetical literature 

review helps to establish rationale based upon what 

theories already exist, the relationships between 

them, to what extent the existing theories have been 

examined, and to develop new hypotheses to be 

tested. 

This might sound a bit obscure but you will 

find that by reviewing other’s thesis, you will learn 

about the ways other people have constructed their 

own research work. Seeing what others have done, 

type of approach adopted by them, logic in 

organizing chapters might help you understand your 

own assignment. You might be able to see the 

methods that other, more experienced researchers 

have used and it might give you a fair idea to follow 

your own research methodology. As a researcher, 

you are required to write the literature review to 

summarize and discuss the major documents 

published in that topic in the past and present. The 

narration will take into account the methods and the 

results or findings of the most relevant tips. Your 

referees will assess whether the methodology is 

appropriate and whether the results seem valid. 

Don’t merely list books, documents, periodical, 

journals, and websites do read relevant points and 

discuss them. If your merely list unread references, 

your examiner might search for those references in 

your thesis and might raise objections. 

 

II. CONCLUSION 
Studies that lack theoretical grounding or a 

conceptual framework make study design and 

interpretation difficult. When theory is used in any 

stream of education, it is often appealed at a 

superficial level. When theory is used suitably, it 

helps articulate variables that might be linked 

together and why, and it allows the researcher to 

make hypotheses and define context and scope of a 

study. Ultimately, a proper literature review is a first 

critical step toward identifying relevant conceptual 

frameworks. 


